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ACTING MENTAL HEALTH COMMISSIONER — APPOINTMENT 

Statement by Minister for Mental Health 
DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Mental Health) [2.03 pm]: I rise to inform the house that as of 
yesterday, 8 March 2010, Western Australia has an operational mental health commission with the appointment 
of Acting Mental Health Commissioner Neil Guard. This is an exciting time for Western Australia and everyone 
who has an interest in mental health. It positions us at the forefront in the delivery of mental health services to 
people with mental illness. As I have said in this place previously, one in five people will suffer from some form 
of mental illness during their life. The government is committed to delivering better outcomes for people with 
mental illness. We are focused on reforming those areas in the delivery of mental health services that require 
improvement.  

Consumers and carers have said for some time that the delivery of services in the area of acute mental health is 
done fairly well. However, mental health is about the community and community supports, and often it is in 
those areas that fall outside health that we must perform better. 

When fully operational, the commission will procure services, establish benchmarks and monitor and evaluate 
key mental health programs. To help achieve this, the commission will work collaboratively with all government 
agencies, community organisations and mental health professionals in the public and private sectors, and, 
importantly, will promote social inclusion, public awareness of mental wellbeing and address stigma and 
discrimination. 

If this commission is to truly make a difference to the mental health and wellbeing of Western Australians, there 
will need to be changes in emphasis and changes in practice. Of course, many of our excellent programs will 
continue to grow and adapt, while others may require some change. The information and recommendations in 
the state mental health policy and strategic plan will help to inform this process. The commission will identify 
key outcomes and determine the range of mental health services required for defined areas and populations 
across the state, and will ensure that accountability and governance structures are in place and that resources are 
directed where they are going to be most effective. 

We want to see individuals having more say over what services are delivered on their behalf and how they are 
delivered, and, when it is in the best interests of the individual, we want to see alternatives to acute care in 
hospitals. This is not to discount the good work that is done in acute care for people with a mental illness, but 
this government needs to provide other options. In this regard, government agencies will work collaboratively. 
Community organisations bring a strength of social mission and capacity to work. 

Although the task of reform is significant and will not be achieved overnight, we are now on the challenging and 
exciting journey to providing much-needed and long-awaited excellence in mental health service delivery in 
Western Australia. 
 


